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. READING COMPREHENSION

1. A six-year-oid girl suffering from a genetic degenerative eye disease has compiled a list
of things she wants to see before she goes blind. Molly was born with normal eyesight,
but was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa a year ago. The condition, for which there is
No cure, causes progressive vision loss. Her parents Eve and Chris first noticed Molly
was having trouble with her sight when she began struggiing to read her homework or
watch television. "I never thought Molly could have inherited the disease because we
were always teld that only boys could get it,” Eve said. “When we got the diagnosis, it
was a big shock. We don't know exactly when Molly will go blind. Now she can hardly
see in low lights and falls over guite a lot.”

2. The couple’s two other children do not suffer from the disease put, because it is
hereditary, they are tested every three to six months fﬁrl signs of degenerating vision.
“There Is stili a chance that | could have three blind children and that terrifies me,” said
Eve. "Our family is working together to help her take in as much as possible before her
eyes get too poorly. We just wani to help her create as many magical memories as we
possibly can,” Eve added. "Molly wants to go to London, Australia and Egypt. | know |
won't be able to give her half of that but | can try.”

3. The family has set up a fundraising page cailed Making Moliy's Memories, which has so

far raised over £34,000. In a post published on the page, Eve wrote: “Words cannot
describe how amazed and grateful we are by all the wonderful donations and offers of
help. What started off as some small local fundraising to help our baby girl has become

news across the globe. Every penny helps to get our littie girl closer to seeing her
dreams.”

The Independent. Sunday, 13 April, 2014
(Adapted)
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (12 marks)
1. Tick (M)the most appropriate alternative (1 mark)

The text is mainly about a family

a. raising money for the treatment of their child’s disease.

b. struggling against their child’'s incurable disease.

e

c. complaining about the child’s incurable disease. e
2. Focus on paragraph 1 and complete the following table with the signs of Moliy’s

disease. (4 marks)

Before the diagnosis After the diagn s

---------------------------------------

3. For each of the following statements, pick out one detail from the text showing that
it is false. (2 marks)

a. Molly has had the disease since her birth. (paragraph 1)

........................................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Circle the aiternative that best completes the following sentence. (1 mark)
Molly’'s dreamisto ...
a. regain her eyesight.
b. collect more money.

c. visit places.

o. Focus on paragraph 3 and circle the two adjectives that best describe the family’s
reaction to the donations. (2 marks)

disappointed - surprised - indifferent — thankful
6. What does the word underlined in the text refer to ? (1 mark)

At tDaragraph Y Felers . s s s aroums s s s

7. Give a personal and justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)

If you could, would you be willing to help Molly ? Why ? Why not ?
iflcould, | ..................cco..... be willing to help Mollybecause ........c.coooviviiiiieieeeeeeaeeennn.
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.  WRITING (12 marks )

1. Use the information in the table below to write a 4-line paragraph about Earth Day. (4 marks)

Date of celebration April 22 / every year

Founder Senator Gaylor Nelson / 1970

e people group / plant trees / pick up roadside trash

Actions s people / also / sign petitions/governments/ take measures /
protect Mother Earth

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Task 2 : Josephine is an advice columnist in a woman’s magazine. She has received the
following ietter :

[ i

Dear Josephine,

Now that my children have grown up, | want to go back to university and pursue my studies
and graduate. | don’t know whether it is too late for me to fulfiil my lifelong dream.

Please help me.
Yours,
Mrs Jones

Write Josephine's reply to Mrs Jones. Do not write more than 12 lines. (8 marks)
DO NOT WRITE YCUR NAME

Dear Mrs Jones,

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................................................................................

Josephine Smith
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lll. LANGUAGE: (6 marks)

1. Fill in the blanks with six (6) words from the box. (3 marks)

iacceas — claimed - devices - increasingly — forbidden '~ lack - hidden - boost |

L |
Teachers are warning that growing numbers of pupils turn up for lessons exhausted and irritable
because they spend hours on tablets at home - often late into the night.

il L showing symptoms of ‘tablet addiction’ - a loss of
interest in other activities, anda ............... ... ... of contro! over their actions.

The concerns were raised by Dr Mary Bousted who urged parents to consider removing those

................................ . at bedtime. She said tableis were worse than televisions in bedrooms
because they were smaller and more easily ......... ...

The warning follows a research which found children's .. ...................._... . to tablets at

home has more than doubled from 20 per cent to 51 per cent in 2012. It has also been

................................. that the boom in tablet ownership has led to children as young as four
being treated for ‘iPad addiction’.

2. Circle the right option (3 marks)

A research into equal parenting reveals that the satisfying picture of men routinely sharing
childcare is simply a myth. Men haven't taken on childcare in (nothing — anything — something}
like the numbers we've been led to beiieve. Figures from the National Office for Statistics reveal
that at the end of 2012, there were just over 6,000 more fuli-time. stay-at-home dads looking
{after — at — for) babies and toddlers than there were ten years ago. Yet, in the same period,
around 44,000 women have stopped (to be — been — being) stay-ai-home mothers.

The massive (size - place — gap) has been filled by childcare and grandparents, not fathers.
Statistics reveal that our children’s grandmothers are twice as likely to take care of them (while —
during - on) the day as their own dads. The truth is that men don’t really want to do childcare

and are successfully using (professional - equal — convenient) excuses to avoid it.
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